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can be transferred from one data- 
base to the other when they obtain 
archival status. This not only saves 
rekeying, but it maintains data in- 
tegrity. 

The necessary archival data is 
then added to the record fields such 
as the accession number, preserva- 
tion data, etc., and the unnecessary 
data is removed. 

SearchMAGIC has been set up to 
search for Department, Box Num- 
ber, Title, Date, or Subject or any 
combination. The retrieved data 
will reveal what records are in what 
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box, where they are located, 
whether the records have been mi- 
crofilmed, what file folder holds 
what photograph or document, 
what audio cassette contains what 
speech, etc. INMAGIC/SearchMAG- 
IC combination works best for the 
archival program because of its 
ability to search for imbedded terms 
in large fields. Because INMAGIC 
is a textbased software product it 
has allowed us to create large 
archival records descriptions which 
in turn are machine-searchable to 
the letter if need be. 

INMAGIC also has the capabili- 
ty of importing and exporting 
USMARC/OCLC MARC formatted 
records for archives via adapter 
software. This is an option we will 
research in the future. 


CONCLUSION 
Pre-programmed software pack- 
ages, or “closed systems,” designed 


for a specific application, would 
have imposed restrictions on rec- 
ords management in terms of soft- 
ware package inflexibility, field 
lengths limitations, limited infor- 
mation retrieval, and report for- 
mats not designed to our specifica- 
tions. We consider INMAGIC an 
“open system,” allowing us to har- 
ness the power of the microcomput- 
er with the power and flexibility of 
INMAGIC to meet our needs with- 
out having to change the way we do 
business. 

INMAGIC gave us the freedom of 
independence we wanted for our op- 
erations and has assisted us in car- 
rying out the State mandate of pro- 
moting and supporting an orderly 
and efficient records and archives 
management program. 








